Residents voice concerns on health-care bill

HEALTH-CARE REFORM

Here are details on the three health

By Amritha Alladi
Pacific Daily News
aalladi@guampdn.com

The House is set for.a floor vote

on a health reform bill as early as Fri-

day in Washington, D.C., the Asso-
ciated Press reported.

House Democratic leaders :pre-
sented the Affordable Health Care
for America Act last week, melding
legislation passed by three commit-
tees over the summer, according to
the Associated Press. Meanwhile,

~House Republicans have unveiled
their own alternative — which does-
n’t include a government-run plan
— after months of criticizing the
Democrats’ approach. At the same
time, Senate Majority Leader Har-
ry Reid, D-Nev., is finalizing the
Senate Democratic Bill.

Most Guam residents leaving
health-care centers and pharmacies
yesterday said they were unfamil-
iar with the specific provisions of
~any of the bills, but they did have

“concerns regarding how much they
would have to pay and the quality of
care they would receive.

Tamuning resident John Lynch
said, as a father of five, he wanted to
see lower co-payments. Lynch said
he doesn’t feel he gets the quality of
care for which he pays, and that he
wanted to see more done for the mi-
norities and middle-class citizens.

Meanwhile, Jaime M. Lomibao,
46,is worried that the increased
number of insured people will in-
crease the waiting times in spec:1a1~
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about the rising cost of health insurance in this file photo. Health-

care reform legmlahon including health insurance costs, will be.

up for a vote in the U.S. House of Represeniahve' ~soon.

ber of insured will mean longer lines
atthe doctors’ offices.

Plus, he’s concerned that he might
have to pay more to cover the cost
of health care for those who can’t af-
ford 1t; including illegal immigrants.

“How much are we going to pay?
More or less?” he asked. “Where
are you going to get the money?”.

The House Republican bill does
not require any increase in taxes,
whereas the House Democratic bill
requires $460 billion over the next
10 years from new income taxes on
single people making more than
$500,000 a year and couples mak-

ists To‘i-i‘.:ices s i

ng to maximize the number of in-
sured,” he said. “If more people are
insured, there will be more waiting
at the doctor.” ,

~ Lomibao said his wife has lupus,
which Tequires special care. Until
now she has received speedy serv-..
ice because she is already insured.

He’s worried that an incréased num-="

“other funding ‘would come from
fees on medical device makers and
fines for people who don’t obtain
coverage, the AP reported.

* On the other hand, the Senate De-
mocratic bill places‘most of the bur-
den on insurance companies. The $900
- billion program would be paid forby
fees on insurance companies, drug
“makers, manufacturers of medical de-

vices, and people who fail to purchase

coverage, according to the AP.
Penalties for those individuals

who don’t obtain coverage and em-

ployers who don’t offer it are com-

mon in both the Senate Democratic
bill and the House Democratic bill.
“ According to the House Afford-
able Health Care Act; individuals
who don’t have insuiance will be
penalized with a 2.5 percent tax.on
their income. Employers who don’t
provide coverage must pay a penal-
ty of 8 percent of their payrolls.
Small businesses — defined as 10
workers or fewer — would be aid-

attend a meeting

“Likewise, the Senate’s bill man-.
dates everyone be insured or face a -

$100 fine in the first year of the pro-
gram — a fine that is likely to in-
crease over time, according to the
AP. However, the Senate Finance
Committee does provide a conces-

sion to those individuals or families

whiose irisurance payments cost more
than 8 percent of their income, the AP

reform bills. The Senate bill hasn't
yet been made public; so some

‘specifics ‘are unknown,

The House Democratic bill (Af-
fordable Health Care for America
Act): :

A-WHO'S COVERED: About 96
percent of legal residents under age
65 — compared with 83 percent
now. About one-third of the remain-
ing 18 million people under age 65
left uninsured would be:illegal immi-
grants.

A COST: The Congressional Bud-
get Office says the bill's cost of ex-
panding insurance coverage over
10 years is $1.055 trillion. The net
cost is $894 billion, factoring in

_penalties by individuals and em-
_ ployers who don't comply with new

requirements.

A HOW IT’S PAID FOR: $460 bil-
lion over the next decade from new
income taxes on single people mak-

- ing more than $500,000:a year and

couples.making $1 million. The
original House bill taxed ‘individuals
making $280,000 a year and cou-
ples making more than:$350,000,
but:the threshold was increased.in
response to lawmakers’ concerns
that the taxes would hit'too many
people and small businesses.

The House Republican bill (Com-
mon Sense Health Care Reform
and Affordability Act):

A WHO’S COVERED: The House
Republican bill has not been ana-
lyzed by the Congressional Budget
Office, the official umpire on cost

‘sured would be covered.

and coverage. The bill aims to
make insurance affordable and ac-
cessible to all, but it's unclear how
many of the nearly 50 million unin-

A COST: Unknown.

A HOW IT'S PAID FOR: No new
taxes are proposed, but Republi-
cans say they want to reduce
Medicare and Medicaid fraud. They
also seek savings by capping med-
ical liability and setting up an ap-
proval process for generic versions
of high-tech drugs.

The Senate Democratic bill:

A WHO’S COVERED: The Senate
Finance version covered an esti-
mated 94 percent of Americans. lI- -
legal immigrants would not receive
government benefits.

& COST: Senate leaders.aim to
keep it under $900 billion over 10
years. ;

A HOW IT’S PAID FOR: Fees on
insurance companies, drug makers,
medical device manufacturers. Tax
levied on insurance companies,
equal to 40 percent of total premi-
ums paid on‘insurance plans costing
more than $8,000 annually for indi-

wviduals and $21,000;for.families, but
““that number may rise to $23,000;

retirees over age 55 and people in
high-risk professions'may be al-
lowed:to have somewhat more valu-
able plans before they're taxed.
Cuts to Medicare and Medicaid. A
fee on employers whose workers re-
ceive government subsidies to help
them pay premiums. Fines on peo-

‘ple whofail to purchase coverage.
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se Republican bill.

Guam Nursmg Servicés owner

Elizabeth Cauley and financial man-
ager BEvangeline Isidro said they
were most worried that reimburse-
ment for home care would be cut.
However, Cauley said the gov-
ernment would actually save more
money if patients utilized home care
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which a room itself costs upwards of
$1,000. Additionally, the patient’s
family is able to comfort the patient
through home care, she-added. |
“We’re already hurting,” she said.
“It’s the agency that gets hit with cuts
for reimbursement. The patients are
already beneficiaries (of Medicare),
they have insurance,” she said.
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