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Officials ask for extension on EIS review

By Amritha Alladi
Pacific Daily News
aalladi@guampdn.com

Guam’s officials are asking U.S.
military leaders to extend the period
- for review of the draft environmen-
- tal impact statement, which will de-
- tail the environmental consequences
~of the military buildup, as well as
~possible optlons to.avoid or limit
‘thosetisks. ;
~Guam Delegate !
‘Madeleine Z: Bordal~
1o on Tuesday an-
notinced that she had
sent a-letter to U.S..
Navy Secretary Ray
Mabus on Oct. 20, re-
questing ‘an extension of ‘the com-
‘ment period for the draft'EIS, ac-
cmdmg to a press release 1ssued
© “rom’her office. "
'An EIS details the possible envi-

o 1omnenta1 repercussions of a feder-

al action, and it’s required by the
1 1969 Nitional Environmental Poli-
¢y Act.Once a draft EIS is released,
the public has 45 days to review it
= beforesa final EIS is pubhshed asa
"?Record of Decmon in the Federal

‘ emster
ln Guani’s case, the draftEIS will
i ddress envxronmental issues raised
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as'a-result of: the shift of 8' OOO ’

Marines and their 9,000 dependents
to the island. The document-aiso will

address the development ofApra-
Harbor to support a temporary nu-

o clear—powered aircraft
‘Carrier group, and the de- .

velopment of an Army

fense Task Force with
600" mlht'xry person-

“sAir and Missile-De- .

. nel and their depend-+" =

sound ﬁnal Record of Decmon If
less comprehenswe studies such as
fthc Mariana Islands Range Com-

p ex"werek allowed longer comment
riod

ents. The projected date for the = :
draft’s release is Nov. 20, members

of Gov. Felix Camacho’s Advisory =

Consultmg Team said Tuesday.
q was scheduled to:meet

esterday to discuss an:

I review-and other mat-

etail, the press re-

Ibave asked that the Uis, wa - cunty, said she d1dn t feel confident

re-evaluaté its decision to only all

45 days for analysis of the'draft
: ordallo said. “I believe that
‘,addmonal comment petiod will-be

S”

uring greater public

‘and a more legally

uld prOVide a
que in the

Pe
ier for the public to review.
However, Sen. Judith, Guthenz
who is on the Committee on Guam
Military Buildup and Homeland Se-
dress

her Ain Concems for the EISare the

accuracy of the information includ- -
;ed the fanness of the optwns forac-

" period.

“By not authorizing an extension, the
military would be thumbing their
noses af the people of Guam.”

Sen. Rory Respicio

tion, and the identiﬁcation of gaps
that the EIS does not address.
“Imagine-a 7,000-t0-9,000-page
chemistry textbook filled with cita-
tions, charts, tables and illustrations,
and then try to imagine the summa-
ry for that book,” Sen. Rory Respi-
cio added. “You would have to re-

that those who read the summary of
the EIS would need to do the same
sort of things.”

Guthertz and Respicio, in a letter
sent Friday to Maj Gen, David Bice,
executive director of the Joint Guam
Program Office, which oversees the
buﬂdup, also requested an exten-
sion for the draft E1S pubhc review

They sa1d it was only fair-that
Guam be granted an ‘extension to

review the:draft EIS; especially af-
ter U.S. officials have indicated that

peatedly returni to the text to fully un-
derstand the summary, and I assume -~

W'tshmgton may give the new
J apanese leadership more time to
review the U.S.-Japan agreement on
the realignment of forces, which in-
cludes the Guam buildup.

“Japan has announced that their
decision may not be forthcoming
until next summer,” the letter reads,
referring to the reluctance of the new
Japanese leadership to accept the
terms of the 2006 U.S.-Japan agree-
ment as they are. “Guam is part of
America, not foreign soil, and the
principle and the courtesy being ex-
tended to the people of Japan should
extend equally to the people of
Guam, ... as much as we want to get
it right in Japan, we absolutely must
get it right in Guam.”

Camacho {00, sent a letier to Bice
on Tuesday, requesting an extension

of 75 days — likely, according 'to

Guthertz, who has discussed the pos-

sibility with Deputy Undersecretary -

of Defense for Installations and En-
vironment Dorothy Robyn.
“1 thirk that whether or not we get

“an extension depends. almost entire-

Iy on what the military really thinks
of the people of Guam,” Respicio
added. “By not authorizing an exten-
sion, the military would be thumb-
ing their noses at the people of
Guam.”
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