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. Gov. Felix Camacho. y::asterday'
;ssued an executive order. to. help
pay for the extinguishing of an un-.

dergrmmd fire that’s been smo dc:r—
ing in Yigo since Tuesday.” s
Accardmg o i;ealey Leon Guex»«

rero, spokeswoman for Guam-
Homeiand Security’s Office of Civa
il Defense, ber agency received the”

emergency declaration yesterday af-

ternoon, The order releases $250,000. -

in emergency funds, she said,

Residents may rccjuife emporary '

shelter or.fire officials may need
heavy equxpment to put out the fire.

- The fire; which started off Route

_ 5 near Mount Santa Rosa on Tues-:
day, originates frony a pit about 50°
foel deep and 200 to300 feet. wide.”
Guiam: Environmental Protection’

Agency spokesman Gerry Cruz con-

firmed the property owner was pre-~
viously issued a notice of violation'
by Guam EPA for atlegedly dump-

ing debris into the pit illegally. Nei-

ther Guam EPA nor the Office of
the Attorney General have released _
the status of that noti¢e. ..~ & =
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Yesiexday, Ylgo M’ayoa‘ Robert”
Lizama said the smoke fiom the fire.
wasn't-as heavy us it was days be-
fore, and that it was juist * ‘smolder- :

ing” bencath the ground,

cause the fire department has been

. ordered not to enter the pit’s depths,
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_ “I"or now ihehm imq substded .
he said. :
lema met w1th mambere‘ of
several agencies on Thursday to dis-
cuss how to extinguish the fire, be-.

_duc io the mstabkhty of the area:.

e smoke cwrrently clouding the

piy’s entrance allows only about 1. -
/ uam Fire Depart-
_Chlef Dave Pcredo saml on

Thinsday,

- During the meet;m, i”eredo and‘.
Cm& said they were hesitant to allow
the arest to be flooded with water, -
_ beciuse it sifs atop the northern lens’

aquifer. They said dousing. the pzt
with water waui& cause’ contami-

nants to seep into the aquifer, a ma-
jor source of th& Jsiand s drinking .
Cowater o '

An’ aliematwe would

the pxi w;th clav dm "md sosl ac-
cording to Cruz, :

‘For now, authorities are Iemne
the fire burn, as it is only emitting
small amounts of carbor monoxide,
according to Maj- Mike Tougher,
Guam National Guard 94th- Cwsi
Sem{x«: Team commander.”

His team tested for toxic materi-
als in that area on Wednesday and
said none were present— besides
the small amounts of carbon manox—

* ide from the smoke.

But the gas ceuld p{)se 4 health
hazard over the course of acvemi

; éays, he aald



