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. be cirbed by more conscientious spending, 7
AN the states wre having budgetary gaps, but

By Amrithe Alledi .
Pacific Daily News :
aalladi@guampdn.com

The government of Guam contines (o five
tens of millions of déllars bevond its means,
spending $92.9 million more than the rev-

lic Accounsability vesterday.

spending shows “stroctural” deficiency that can

the gaps are temporary, due to the worldwide
recession a8 Opposed to GovGoam's budget
deficit, which is now stiuctural” Brooks smd

W just contimue to spend beyond our medns

and really have not made ény toncerted effort

o redude our over-expenditure.”

@mdw report

Tie andit report showed the m}ve:mme:n% of
Guam's General Fund closed fiscal 2009 with

a $263.4 millicon deficit - a result of an al- -

most 70 million spike in expenditures. The

. Following vesterday’s release of an auditre- o
portof the General Fund, Public Auditor Doris

final Gperational deficit figure represents the
- government spending $92.9 miltion more than |

' _-_'%mmﬁ ﬁ@@@

the revenues it collected Fom towrism, mmm{, :
- tax collections, Ticen nses and fees

“*This ear, the gap was even greater. Part

- of that Was due tothe fact révenuesd were 330

L > FeV- L mithion lower thian wht was amticipated.”
enues it collected last fiscal year, according o

. 8 pe I4 4 }t
an audit report released by the Office of ‘Pub—' - Brooks said, adding that tourdsm, the istafil’s

- Spiristay,” did fuce xcs‘m{:k dueto E}"je ﬁ}d{}

al fivancial crisis.

- Gov. Felix Caniacho said more wc:wﬁ\ res
Flores Brooks said Guam’s continoed ovir- -  miains to be done in identifying new SOurees
S o - of revenue and émek}pslzﬂ measures that wzli
' .'prmiu& NOFE TEVEmIE. e _
“The report stated Econdmic wmwth i exe
' pected 10 renain stagnant until the Tatter purt of
izl 2000, when roilitary buildup construe-
-flom projects are supposed to get started. :

_ Income tax collections, too. brought in.
$12.3 million less than i fiscal 2008, and
* Section 30, license, fee and permit confribi-
s tions fell by a tomi ‘“‘}”? 4 mi?iu’m the réport

stated.

T terms of “unbucige.wd" expenses, Gov-
Guam dealt with 2 $16.2 milion interest pay-
ment on tax refunds, credit card charges and
bank fees of $5.8 million, 2 $517.9 million in-

BY THE NUMBERS

i auﬂgeiazﬁ rewnm&s %3? ‘3 il

UL 4 Draficits $265.4 millio :
s Collected 're-veﬂues: ’534«383.2 plien

i Gross receipts te $182.6 million
s Income tax collections: $241.9 milion
Tk Enierest or tax refunds: $16.2 millan

".f@mamg %@@@

e thc:t SMS 5 million -

& Collectst revenues: $513.2 mféhc:m

U Gross receipts faxes: $185.8 million

v Ingome tax collecHons: $254.1 million

. & Interest on tax refunds: $86 milion . .

) OFA auf;frf rs;:wn* fzfg;izhghiy )
the report showed | the General Fund deficit de-
-crepsed Inst fiscal year by $130million from the
“previous vear, thanks e issuance of a 82711

- lerest payment on gost- t)f'} \?mm&imwamw
s payments-aind $4.6 million in interest: e}ﬁ?‘v'

paviments o the Retirement Fond.

The re;mﬂ noted that many 6f these “unbud- -
geted itenis™ have E’mw recurring for tiw p‘m ¥
five Vears. -

“Thats why we put i in t;im&ﬁ‘% ﬁmﬁkg e
said. “How come' it isn't factored? .
been doing this for many years nowe. When fire

. o going to budget for these ttems?

Weve

Tl

“However, of the §34: 1 hillion in cxpenses
identified as “vnbudgeted Hems,” Brooks not-

- ed that $9.6 million owed to the TLE, Depart-

ment of Justics 1o house prisoners in Off-iskind

~detention Tacibities was troly unforeseen.

““That expendifure is part of what certainly
is an unanticipated (o s0 cerlainly there
was some legitimacy as 1o part of the overex-
penditire,” she said, -

But the education, ptshiz{: health grzd fire

- departments all faced an inbrease in operating
~ expenditiees a5 well, wotaling more than §20

rillion, according o the r&;ﬁm‘t

%mm@iw deficit -

Bven with the gov enment’s ov @ﬁ,gm*;@mw

million bond. The refinancing bond was used
16 pay off some of the govermment’s major ob-

Tigations, such ad tax refunds and court-ardered
COLA payments, the report stated.

 Oither bond proceeds covered overdue re-

“tirement contributions on behalf of the Guam
. Memorial Hospital Authority and the Depart-
ment of BEducation, according 1o the report,



