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Vice Speaker Benjamin Cruz yes-
terday confirmed his push for Bill
185 had fizzled due to lack of sup-
port from the very people who
would benefit from the bill's pas-
sage.

The bill, which would recognize
domestic partnerships, including
those involving same-sex couples,
had been strongly opposed by Arch-
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community stood up openty to speak
out on the bill and provide testimo-
nials to the other senators— and
that’s why he believed the bill
wouldn’t pass,

In contrast to 7,000 petitions col-
lected by the Archdiocese of Agana
urging senators to vote against the
bill, members of the gay communi-
tv didn’t mobilize their support for
the bill in the same way, Cruz said.

Officials with the archdiocese did-
7't respond to questions for com-
ments yesterday.

Cruz said he expected the oppo-
sition, and he sald he was ready to
stand up against it. However, Cruz
said he was disappointed that more
people who supported the bill did-
't speak out,

“T expected them to bring their
significant others and others. Peo-
pie didn't believe that there were a
large number of (gay) people out
there,” he said,
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Unless he could show that there
was a sizable group of “upstanding
tax paying citizens” in the commu-
nity, other senators weren't willing
to “jeopardize their {own) standing,”
he said.

Civil rights

On the other hund, family law at-
torney William Pesch said it's be-
cause people weren’t willing to
speak up that such a bill is necessary.

Pesh, who is openly gay, said
most people he spoke to supported
the bill, but few of them wanted to
speak publicly for fear that they
would lose their jobs or their fami-
lies, he said.

“When people are afraid to as-
sert their civil right for fear they wili
Jose other civil rights, that to me
demonstrates the need for this type
of legislation,” he said,

“There are people who are real-
ly, really afraid of losing their jobs,
and I understand that. IU's easier for
me — 'm self employed — it's
easier for me to be more open,” he
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said.

Yet Pesch, too, expressed some
disappointment to the lack of leg-
islative support for the bill.

He said he and some others vis-
ited several of the senators in small
groups: they spoke to Sens. Frank
Aguon, Tom Ada, Frank Blas Ir,
Tina Muna Barnes, Telo Taitague,
James Espaldon, Speaker Judith
Waon Pat, and former Sen. Matt
Rector.

“Senators Aguon, Rector, and
Won Pat, had unqualified support,”
he rernembered.

But now that Cruz is stepping
back from the debate, neither Pesch
nor Derick Hills, speaker of the
Guarn Youth Congress, think this
issue will be picked up by any of the
other lawmakers.

“I don’t think most of eur polit-
icans have the intestinal fortitude to
do what's right,” Pesch said.

Above all, he said he was most
disappointed with Taitague and Ju-
dith Guthertz, because both of them
had suggested the issue be placed on
the ballot for referendum, allowing
the public to decide the issue.

“If we left civil rights to the ma-
jority, (Taitague and Guthertz}
would not be able 1o vote let alone
hold a seat in the Legislature,” Pesch
said, recalling the women’s civil
rights movement inn 1920, “P'm very
disappointed with them.”

Lost advocate

Hills said the gay community
has lost an advocate for their civil
rights.

“Qur push for the bill dies when
our advocate in the Legislature
doesn’t push it as well,” Hills said,
although he is thankful Croz intro-
duced the bill in the first place.

Pesch dida’t think so.

Despite Cruz stepping back from
the forefront of the debate surround-
ing Bill 185, Pesch said “'the battle
is not done.”




